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Abstract 

This Paper examined the role of Adult and Non-formal education in building a 

sustainable national peace, security and development in Nigeria. Adult and Non-

formal education aims at preventing violent conflict in advance and educating 

individuals and societies for peaceful and harmonious co-existence which in turn 

promotes tolerance, non-violence, equity, respect for one another and social 

justice. Literate individuals and societies resolve conflicts peacefully without 

resorting to violence or war which adversely affects the socio-economic, 

political and cultural life of the people and development of any nation. The 

growing tension among ethnic nationalities in Nigeria at times are caused by 

underdevelopment, political, social and economic inequalities which often erupt 

into bloody clash and violent conflicts and the consequences have left more 

burden on the communities and the nation as a whole. This Paper therefore, x-

rays the various aspect of Adult and Non-formal education, Adult and Non-

formal education and sustainable peace and security in Nigeria, Adult and Non-

formal education and sustainable national development, peace for sustainable 

national development and some of the problems facing Adult and Non-formal 

education as measures for achieving national peace, security and development 

ADULT AND NON-FORMAL EDUCATION AS MEASURES FOR 

SUSTAINABLE PEACE, SECURITY AND NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

IN NIGERIA 
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were highlighted and suggestions are proffered for sustainable peace, security 

and development in Nigeria.  

Keywords: Adult and non-formal education, Sustainable peace, Security, and National 

development. 

 

 

In recent years, Nigeria has been 

facing serious security challenges 

ranging from insurgency, banditary, 

militancy, kidnapping, religious 

rivalries, murder and ethnic killings, 

political war, thuggery, and crises, etc. 

which poses a great threat to sustainable 

national peace, security as well as 

national development. The Nigerian 

society and Government have tried its 

best in handling and resolving security 

challenges that have eaten deep into the 

social fabric of the nation by granting 

amnesty to militants and also using 

military approach to nip the security 

crises in the bud, but all these efforts 

have yielded little or no result. 

 Since the current approach of 

amnesty and military engagement of the 

government have not yielded much 

result, this calls for the effective 

utilization of peace education as a 

component of Adult and Non-formal 

education in enhancing sustainable 

peace, conflict resolution and national 

development.  

Education generally is viewed as a tool 

for human development and Adult and 

Non-formal education as an essential 

part of education promotes the 

development of knowledge, skills, 

attitudes and values needed to bring 

about behavioural change that enables 

the people to prevent conflict and 

violence, both overt and structural, 

resolve conflict peacefully and create the 

conditions conducive for peace, whether 

at an intrapersonal, interpersonal, 

intergroup, national and international 

level. 

Adult and Non-formal education 

has been described as one of the 

principal professions that can take 

adequate care of socio-economic, 

cultural, political and environmental 

problems of the adults as well as the 

society (Onyenemezu&Okanezi, 2013). 

Adult and Non-formal education exerts 

greater influence on the society in terms 

of sustainable peace, security and 

national development in Nigeria. 

Fasakunin Onyenemezu and Aduwo 

(2014) observed that Adult Education is 

concerned not with preparing people for 

life, but rather with helping or assigning 

people (adults) to live more successfully 

as useful and acceptable members of 

their societies and contribute 

meaningfully to the development of 

those societies. Adult and Non-formal 

education also holds a significant 

potential for impacting society 

positively on the nation’s peace, security 

and national growth and development. 

Adult and Non-formal education 

promotes peace and security and this can 

only take place if there is sustainable 

economic prosperity in the country and 

if there is also an 
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assurance for the well-being of the 

citizenry. In Nigerian communities, 

there will always be conflicts, but Adult 

and Non-formal education aimed at 

stopping violence through ethical and 

attitudinal re-orientation and equipping 

people with vocational and life skills 

which makes individuals to be 

independent and productive members of 

the society and thereby utilizing a better 

proportion of time to productive venture 

rather than engaging in conflict and 

wanton destruction of lives and 

properties. Adult and Non-formal 

education addresses the issues of 

conflict and ways of resolving it by 

impacting on adult members of the 

society how to creatively approach 

conflict and how to find possible means 

of sustaining a lasting peace through 

alternative dispute resolution. The skills 

and knowledge gained by adults in the 

society through formal, non-formal and 

informal learning will encourage peace 

and also contribute to sustainable 

national development through non-

violent approach and future conflict 

occurrences. 

 

Concepts of Adult and Non-Formal 

Education 

 The concept of Adult and Non-

formal education have been viewed by 

many scholars  

and authorities in diverse ways. 

 UNESCO in Oyenemezu (2012) 

viewed Adult Education as; 

 

 

“entire body of organized 

educational processes 

whatever the contents,level and 

method, whether formal or 

otherwise, whether prolong or 

replaceinitial education in 

schools, colleges and 

universities as well as 

apprenticeship,whereby person 

regarded as adults by the 

society in which they 

belong,develop their abilities, 

enrich their knowledge, 

improve their technicalor 

professional qualifications or 

turn them into new direction 

andbring about changes in 

their attitude or behaviour in 

the two-foldperspective of full 

personal development and 

participation in balancedand 

independent, social, economic 

and cultural developments.” 

(PP.3.) 

 

Adult Education can also be viewed as a 

practice in which persons regarded as 

adults by the society which he or she 

belongs engages in systematic and self-

directing learning activities in order to 

acquire new forms of knowledge, skills, 

attitudes, and values that will help in 

transforming the society that they live.  

With this, it can also be seen as any 

form of learning activities adults 

engages in beyond traditional schooling, 

encompassing basic literacy to personal 

fulfillment as a life-long 

learner.Similarly, Omolewa, Akinpeluin 

Ariya, Ogundele, Abiodun and Saleh 

(2015) defined the term Non-formal 

education; 
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“as any organized 

systematic educational 

activity carried on outside 

the framework of the 

formal school system to 

provide selected type of 

learning to particular sub-

group in the 

population be it adults or 

children.” (pp. 32) 

 

 Non-formal education according 

to Federal Republic of Nigeria (2013) is 

education designed to encourage all 

forms of functional education given to 

youths and adults outside the formal 

school system such as functional 

literacy, remedial and vocational 

education. To Ukeje and Aisikuin Ariya 

et al (2015), Adult and Non-formal 

education goes beyond literacy and 

includes all forms of training outside the 

formal school system, such as 

apprenticeship system in Mechanics, 

bicycle repairing and carpentry. Moreso, 

Okedara and Bownin Ihejirika (2013) 

viewed Adult and Non-formal education 

as the rubric of education that covers 

training and instructions outside the 

formal education system and ranges 

from individualized apprenticeship to 

nationwide literacy. It may be 

vocational, as in the case of craft 

training centres in Nigeria designed to 

provide employment opportunities for 

young school leavers and for other 

unemployed persons. 

 

 

Adult and Non-Formal Education and 

Sustainable Peace and Security in 

Nigeria 

 The sustainability of peace and 

security in Nigeria has gone beyond the 

use of military approaches or a mere 

programme initiative aimed at restoring 

peace and security in a tension-soaked 

and conflict-prone environment; but it 

has been realized in recent times that 

education plays a pivotal role in conflict 

resolution, reduction and peace 

restoration. Educating people to have a 

rethink about engaging in conflict or 

violent crimes and the consequences 

thereafter is as a result of enlightenment 

programmes geared towards societal 

peace and security. All these can be 

achieved through the effective use of 

Adult and Non-formal 

EducationProgrammes. 

 The present security situation in 

Nigeria has threatened the nation’s 

peace and unity. Currently the security 

crises are so enormous that Nigeria as a 

nation is struggling to restore peace so 

as to end insecurity in some parts of the 

country. For instance, the Boko Haram 

insurgency, Niger-Delta Militancy, 

Herdsmen-Farmers crisis, kidnapping, 

ethnic and tribal wars has posed a 

serious threat to national peace and 

security. Rabiu and Muhammad (2013), 

highlighted the crises and violence 

facing Nigeria since the return to 

Democracy in 1999 and precisely from 

2003/2004 which includes the issue of 

Boko Haram insurgency, Niger-Delta 

Militancy, armed robbery, Odua 
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People’s Congress Xenophobic strife, 

corruption, ethnicity, tribal conflicts, 

negative political/election tendencies, 

etc. constitutes the major hindrance to 

national security, unity and peace in 

Nigeria. 

 The utilization of peace 

education which is a component of 

Adult and Non-formal education is one 

of the ways towards achieving a 

sustainable peace and conflict resolution 

for national security. On this note, 

Nwafor (2013) defined Peace Education 

as all effort to promote peace, especially 

in conflict or violence-ridden areas 

through educational activities. It aims at 

ameliorating the escalation level of 

violence in various forms so that 

individuals can live and work in a 

relatively peaceful atmosphere that 

could ultimately engender a global 

culture of peace.  

Simillarly, Kester (2009) saw the 

practice of peace education in Adult and 

Non-formal education as building in 

every learner the universal values and 

behaviours on which a culture of peace 

is predicated, including the development 

of non-violent conflict resolution  

skills and a commitment to work 

together to realize a shared and preferred 

future. It also enables the learner to be 

able to explore the root cause of conflict, 

knowing humanitarian and human rights 

law, envisioning alternative security 

structures, and learning skills for 

managing micro and macro conflicts 

without resorting to violence. 

 In order to nip this hydra-headed 

problem in Nigeria in the bud, the 

government needs to make provision for 

peace education through Adult and Non-

formal education Agencies across the 

States to educate the Militants, 

Kidnappers, Armed Robbers and Hired 

Assassins to see the need of embracing 

peace and resolves conflict through a 

non-violent means which will attract 

investment and development in the 

country. The provision of Basic 

Education for the Almajiris, migrant 

fishermen folks, migrant farmers, 

hunters and normadic pastoralist, etc. 

will also shape conflict and reduce 

insurgency, militancy, banditry and 

other violent crimes in the country 

because they will be taught about the 

value of life, the need for peaceful 

coexistence and tolerance which is the 

key to peace and security of the nation. 

Ebeye, Nworie and Ukponu (2014) 

explained that an environment that has 

promoted peace is always free from 

crime such as kidnapping, armed 

robbery, theft, corruption, child-abuse, 

drug trafficking, discrimination, political 

thuggery, electoral malpractices, 

murder, terrorism, religious rivalry, etc. 

 Adult and Non-formal education 

helps to identify and implement peaceful 

solutions for resolving conflict, evaluate 

violent solutions that appear to be 

successful as depicted in the media, 

resist pressure from peers and adults to
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use violent behaviour, prevent crime in 

the community and reduce prejudice and 

increase tolerance for diversity.  

The government’s support to Adult and 

Non-formal education is an investment 

to a sustainable peaceful future for the 

nation and its people as well as to the 

world at large.  

In the same vein, Umar (2013) stated the 

importance of peace education in Adult 

and Non-formal educationProgrammes 

and highlighted that it helps people to 

deal with real life issues that affects their 

lives and society in general; it inculcates 

in people the spirit of unity, nationalism 

and patriotism; prepare people for 

effective adult life that cherishes and 

promotes harmonious relationship 

among members of the society so that 

they may acquire skills necessary to 

prevent conflict peacefully; instill in 

people appropriate values and skills in 

order to enhance their moral 

developments; equip youths with the 

knowledge and skills that will help bring 

about peace through better 

understanding; and inculcate into people 

such values like compassion, integrity, 

hope, justice, unity, gender fairness, 

caring for life, sharing, reconciliation 

etc. 

 

Adult and Non-formal Education and 

Sustainable National Development in 

Nigeria 

 National development basically 

means national growth which 

encompasses the socio-economic, 

political, cultural and environmental life 

of the nation. It also involves the total 

activities which a nation targets and 

engages herself in achieving a better 

standard of living for her population. 

The aim of it is to liberate the minds of 

the people from abject poverty and 

create economic freedom for the 

teaming population. 

 Sustainable development of any 

nation is intertwined with the carrying 

capacity of the nation’s systems with the 

social problems facing the inhabitants. 

Supporting the above idea, Abraham 

(2012) viewed sustainable national 

development as the capability of a 

particular nation or country to achieve 

comprehensive improvements or 

refinement in all ramifications of its 

existence (economic, political, cultural, 

religious, etc.). This is the ability of any 

nation to look into the future and plan 

for the achievement of an improved and 

better socio-economic, political and 

cultural lives of the citizenry both at 

present and the future. Obviously, no 

nation can ignore the pivotal role of 

education in the transformation of 

individuals and the society in which they 

belong towards national development.  

Sustainable development can be 

achieved through Adult and Non-formal 

education because it is a veritable tool in 

achieving sustainable national 

development. This sub-education sector 

assist in enforcing socio-economic, 

political and environmental changes 

which will enable development thrive. 

Adult and Non-formal education can 

inculcate in people the ability to 

participate and explore the 

developmental processes of the 
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country’s continuous development. 

Onyenemezu and Aduvo (2014) opined 

that Adult and Non-formal education 

can be used to address these national 

problems to ensure sustainable national 

development and secure the future. They 

further maintained that future security is 

certainly guaranteed where adults who 

are the major occupants of the nation’s 

production sector are able to continue 

their education in order to acquire new 

knowledge and skills to produce 

products for socio-economic, political 

and environmental development within 

the limits of present and necessary 

infrastructure. 

 Adult and Non-formal education 

is a means whereby individuals can 

directly or indirectly further their own 

career development. In many instances, 

this takes place informally, through 

seminars, workshops and conferences 

which may have short duration. In our 

societies, day and evening classes are 

organized which provides opportunities 

for adults to acquire skills and 

qualifications needed to progress 

occupationally thereby enhancing 

sustainable growth in national 

development.Adult and Non-formal 

education have been used severally to 

raise the level of awareness on issues 

concerning the people and the 

sustainability of national growth and 

development. This encompasses all facts 

or class of people in the country ranging 

from the illiterate class, out-of-school 

boys and girls, migrant fishermen and 

farmers, nomadic pastoralists, prisoners, 

physically challenged, etc. to learn and 

improve on their livelihood thereby 

becoming independent economically, 

socially and politically so that they can 

contribute their quota to national growth 

and development of the Nigerian nation.  

 Egbezor and Okanezi (2008:32) 

outlined Adult and Non-formal 

education models that can be used in 

achieving sustainable national 

development of any nation to include: 

 Agricultural Extension Model 

and Services; designed for farmers 

and which is geared towards 

increased food production through 

improved farming method. 

 Apprenticeship Model; 

practically designed for skills 

acquisition through vocational 

training and job improvement 

programmes. 

 Age-Group: This is a 

situation whereby peer groups and 

youths of the same age range interact 

and engage in various community 

activities. This model promotes the 

understanding of social obligations 

and rules as well as the acquisition of 

basic skills, which would enable 

youths to function as responsible 

members of society. 

 Self-Help Model: This model 

does not only rely on local skills and 

material, but it also promotes self-

reliance and industry. Community 

leaders and chairmen of community 

development committees are usually 

facilitators and their roles include 

helping and motivating the 

community through the youths, first 

to identify their needs and then 
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mobilized and organize them to work 

in the project. 

 Basic Literacy Education 

Model: This can also be organized by 

local government authorities or other 

voluntary agencies. The intention 

here is to teach basic literacy-

Reading, Writing and Arithmetic (3 

R’s) in the form of adult education 

classes or night schools. Migrant 

fishermen’s and Nomadic Education 

programmes can also benefit from 

this model. 

 Community Mobilization and 

Development Model; which involves 

liberal education and counselling 

aimed at rural communities, helping 

to transform the people by working in 

close relationship with them and 

liberate the minds of the people from 

debilitating conditions. 

 Self-Help and Enrichment of 

Skills Model; is a process of 

enablement of the individual through 

responsible and creative use of 

leisure, devoted to enriching the 

minds through creative and 

constructive engagements. It also 

assist individuals to rely 

 on local skills and materials in order 

to promote self-reliance. 

 Sunday School Model; which 

goes beyond religion and Moral 

Instruction including such 

programmes like Cookery and Home 

Management for girls, Music and 

Trade for boys. 

 Training Institutes Model; 

designed for on-the-job training at 

the workplace, 

meant to improve the occupational 

competence of the participants. 

 Village Craft Centre Model; 

sometimes initiated by Local 

Government Authorities or 

Community Development Agencies to 

impart skills to youths in the rural 

areas thus creating self-employment 

and discouraging rural-urban 

migration among youths. It 

encourages hard-work, creativity and 

dignity of labour. All these 

programmes are geared towards 

economic independence and self-

reliance of individual which are the 

key indicators for sustainable 

national growth and development. 

Adult and non-formal education for 

sustainable national development can 

pay special attention on developing a 

high level of political consciousness in 

the adult population and conscientize 

them to be aware of certain behaviours 

that can jeopardize their progress; be 

aware of the roles they should play in 

preserving the environment thereby 

securing and sustaining the future of 

Nigeria. 

 

Peace for Sustainable National 

Development 

 Peace is a key component of 

sustainable national development all 

over the world. Traditionally, the 

general notion about peace is the 

absence of conflict but this is not enough 

to bring about sustainable national 

development. The efforts of Nigeria as a 

nation in ending armed hostilities by 

initiating programmes such as amnesty 
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or militarization without addressing its 

underlying factors that trigger conflict 

may result in further resumption of 

conflict which may disrupt business 

operations and exacerbating poverty, 

hunger and inequality. 

 Peace generally, is seen as an 

absence of war, fear, conflict, anxiety, 

suffering and violence. To Ibeanu in 

Igbuzor (2011), the concept of peace in 

sustainable development is seen as a 

process involving activities that are 

directly or indirectly linked to increasing 

development and reducing conflict both 

within specific societies and the wider 

international community. According to 

Garubain Mou and Mou (2017), peace 

refers to a condition of social harmony 

in which there are no social antagonism. 

Peace that enhances sustainable national 

development does not mean an end to 

war or ethnic rivalries, but it 

encompasses other social factors that 

breathe freedom to the citizens of any 

society. No wonder, Garuba continues 

by arguing that even though war may 

not be going on in a country, if there are 

pervasive poverty, oppression of the 

poor by the rich, police brutality, 

intimidation of ordinary citizens by 

those in power, oppression of women or 

monopolization of resources and power 

by some social cleavages in the society 

or nation, it will still be wrong to say 

that there is peace in such country or 

society. 

Based on the above, Galtung (2011) 

explained that there are two types of 

peace that either engender or mar 

development; the negative and positive 

peace. He defined negative peace as the 

absence of violence and war, and 

identified three major categories of 

violence; direct, structural and cultural. 

Structural violence refers to the unjust 

systems that marginalize certain groups. 

Cultural violence pertains to social 

norms that justify direct and structural 

violence. Direct violence such as war 

and crime, is an outcome of structural 

and cultural violence. He described 

positive peace as the integration of 

human society which involves the 

prevention or ending of direct violence 

as well as structural and cultural 

violence, unjust social structures and 

social norms are corrected to avert the 

occurrence of  

direct violence. 

 In recent times, the Nigerian 

communities have been experiencing a 

lot of violence and conflicts which 

threatened peace and encourage 

insecurity. Among Nigerian 

communities, it has been observed that 

the conflict-prone areas such as Niger-

Delta and North-east region suffers 

developmental neglect and poor 

business investments compared to the 

areas that experience less conflict.  

A peaceful and healthy environment 

attracts development and business 

opportunities, and in conflict-soaked 

societies, business operations are usually 

disrupted due to the unreliable social 

services and the prevalence of inherent 

social disorders like inequality, hunger 

and poverty. In order to escape these 

social problems, businesses may be 

forced to close down  and move to a 
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peaceful and safer location rendering the 

area to decreased opportunities. Peace 

can only entrench development in 

Nigeria when the nation has a well-

functioning government, a sound 

business environment, equitable 

distribution of resources, acceptance and 

respect of the rights of individuals, free 

flow of information, high level of human 

capital and low level of corruption. 

These will strengthen our society from 

within by creating an environment that  

nurtures and supports businesses. An 

economy that support business is able to 

provide basic social services and 

livelihood opportunities, resulting in 

peace as well as sustainable national 

development. 

 In a society where peace 

prevails, all sectors of the economy will 

help bring about positive economic, 

political and social development that 

will lead to sustainable national 

development. Businesses will thrive, 

employment opportunity will open to the 

people, basic needs can be afforded 

while allowing people to be more 

productive, business organizations can 

source for materials within and execute 

projects without spending much money 

in bribing those that perpetuate violent 

conflicts. These will help discourage 

businesses and government from 

enabling corruption. These indices will 

also help in bringing about a high level 

profit maximization for business 

organizations both at present and the 

future thereby promoting peace and 

sustainable national development that 

will reduce poverty and prevent conflict 

while translating to a healthier business 

environment that allows for a more 

effective product, deliver, services and 

income generation for the nation. 

 

Problems Facing Adult and Non-

Formal Education as Measures for 

Achieving National Peace, Security 

and Development in Nigeria 

 The challenges facing Adult and 

Non-formal education in the 

maintenance of sustainable national 

peace, security and development in 

Nigeria are enormous. Adeyinka (2010), 

states that there are lots of challenges 

affecting the management of Adult and 

Non-formal education in Nigeria which 

hinders full implementation of 

programmes that will lead to national 

peace and  

development to include poor funding, 

inadequate provision of human and 

material resources, politicizing Adult 

and Non-formal education, lack of 

professionals in the field, inadequate and 

unstable facilitators, problems of staff 

development and training, inadequate 

programme monitoring, evaluation and 

supervision, etc. 

From the above, some of the problems 

that become an impediment in achieving 

sustainable national peace and security 

are as follows: 

i. Inadequate trained facilitators 

ii. Poor funding of Adult and Non-

formal educationProgrammes 

iii. Lack of proper supervision, 

monitoring and evaluation of Adult and 

Non-formal education Programmes 
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iv. Politicizing funding and 

Administration of Adult and Non-formal 

education. The funds meant for Adult 

and Non-formal education Sector might 

be appropriated but being diverted into 

political programmes of the incumbent 

Administration or being used in settling 

political and party big wigs make it 

impossible to realize the aims of using 

Adult Education in sustaining peace and 

security in Nigeria. The appointment of 

relations, business cronies and political 

supporters who are non-professional to  

manned Adult and Non-formal 

education Agencies, offices and 

institutions as a political compensation 

or settlement also hinders the proper 

implementation of programmes that are 

tailored towards sustainable peace and 

nation-building. 

 

Conclusion 

 This Paper examined the 

imperatives of Adult and Non-formal 

education as a potent factor for the 

attainment of sustainable national peace, 

security and development in Nigeria. 

Adult and Non-formal education can 

educate the people not to use violence in 

resolving conflict, but to employ the use 

of dialogue and consultation in conflict 

resolution which will engender peaceful 

and harmonious coexistence and in turn 

enhance security and development of 

Nigeria.  The concept of sustainability 

emphasizes not only economic 

development but also incorporates other 

factors like social, political and cultural 

development and the need to sustain 

peace and security. Government at the 

Federal, States and Local Government 

Areas should promote  

Adult and Non-formal education at the 

grass-root and empower adult 

population in our various communities 

to continue their educational 

programmes. The Government at 

various levels should adequately allocate 

funds to Adult and Non-formal 

education Sector, because we cannot 

achieve sustainable peace, security and 

national development where majority of 

the adult population in the country are 

poor and illiterates. 

 It is worthy to note that the 

insecurity crises facing the Nigerian as a 

nation can be steem down if 

Government should provide in-service 

training for facilitators in order to 

improve and update their knowledge and 

skills. 

Government at all levels should increase 

funds allocated to Adult and Non-formal 

educationProgrammes. 

Proper Supervision, monitoring and 

evaluation of Adult and Non-formal 

educationProgrammes should be 

seriously taken into action to make sure 

that programmes are implemented and it 

has also addressed the aims of such 

programmes. 

Qur’anic education should be integrated 

into Basic Education System in order to 

properly educate the Almajiris. 

Adult Education Professionals should be 

allowed to head Adult Education 

Offices, Agencies and Institutions. 

National Orientation Agency should 

create more awareness on the need for 

Nigerians to be more security-conscious; 
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on the need to engage in peaceful 

conflict resolution rather than engaging 

in violence. 
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